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In the face of economic turmoil, these 20 London companies
have excelled. Find out how they've grown

The London Top 20 Fastest-Growing Companies is sponsored by:
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S. Thomas GibsonFine Art

CAGR: 71.2 per cent
Turnover year 1: £21,833,000
Tumoveryear 3: £63,9'98,000.
Profit: £1,751,000

thornasqibsonfineart.cnm

Thomas Gibson Fine Art, founded in 1969, is a family-run private art dealership.
Thomas Gibson's son Hugh joined less than 10 years ago after training at
Sotheby's and Christie's, and now runs the business supported by two
employees. and his father as advisor. The company specialises in European art
from the impressionists up to the 21st century. It regularly deals Picasso,
Matisse, Giacometti. Gaugin and r.•••lonet.

The company deals its OW'1l stock and takes commission on handling clients
sales and purchases. ~Getting works of art is the difficult part - we know where
they are but they're not for sale," Hugh explains. Finding a buyer for a ~great
picture" among the 'very private" 4.000-stron9 international mailing list is easier.

Hugh says the perception of the art world as glamourous is false, and believes
expertise in one area is key, "'1/',feare traders - we just trade in pictures."

There are no external investors in the company, but it has a "Very good
relationship' with its bank and "everything is backed up by stock". A. large
number of sales on behalf of clients last year accounts for fastqrowth. Hugh
thinks the success in spite of the global financial turbulence is partly due to the
fact that faith in financial funds was shaken by the crash. "Art is a viable asset
class - as long as you know what you're doinq."


